
ANALYZING EVIDENCE 
PRIMARY SOURCES 

Content and Sourcing	   

• Describe, select, and/or evaluate relevant 
evidence from diverse sources. 

 
• Types of sources: written documents, art, 

architecture, artifacts, oral tradition, etc. 
 

• Draw conclusions about the relevance to 
history. 

 
• Focus on the interplay between the content of a 

source, the author, point of view, audience, and 
format. 

 
• Assess the usefulness, reliability, and 

limitations of the source as evidence 



INTERPRETATION 
SECONDARY SOURCES 

• Describe, analyze, and evaluate the different 
ways historians interpret the past. 

 
• Understand the various types of questions 

historians ask. 
 

• How the circumstances and context of each 
historians work shapes their interpretation of 
the past and historical evidence. 

 
• Types of sources: encyclopedias, 

chronologies, biographies, journal articles, 
books written after the time period, abstracts, 
paraphrased quotations, dictionaries, and 
textbooks, newspaper articles about previous 
events 



COMPARISON 
Historical Connections 

• Identify, compare, and evaluate 
multiple perspectives (view 
points) on a historical event and 
draw conclusions about the event. 
 

• Describe, compare, and evaluate, 
multiple historical developments 
within one society, and/or multiple 
societies, various time periods, and 
geographic locations. 

 



CONTEXTUALIZATION  
Historical Connections 

• Connect historical events and phases to 
specific time periods and places.	   

 
• Connect historical events and phases to 

broader regional, national, and global 
processes 

 
• What else was going on during the time 

period? 
 
• What else was going on in Europe, 

society, politics, etc that connect to the 
historical event and time period and/or 
phase? 



SYNTHESIS   
Historical Connections 

• Develop understanding of the past by 
making meaningful and persuasive 
connections 
 
• Connections can be historical and/or 

across disciplines (science, English, 
etc.) 
 
• Connections can be between historical 

issues, other contexts, periods, or 
themes. 

  
• How does the event connect to today 

or other subjects? 



CAUSATION 
CHRONOLOGICAL REASONING 

• Identify, analyze, and evaluate the relationships 
between historical causes and effects. 

• Distinguish between long term and proximate. 
• Distinguish between causation and correlation 
• Historical events result from a variety of complex 

factors that come together in unpredictable ways 
and have unintended consequences. 

 



CONTINUITY & 
CHANGE OVER TIME 

CHRONOLOGI	  CAL 
REASONING 

• Recognize, analyze, and evaluate historical 
continuity and change over periods of time of 
varying length 

 
• Continuity is how history stays the same or is 

continuous. 
 
• Relate patterns to larger historical phases or 

themes. 
 

 



PERIODIZATION 
CHRONOLOGICAL 

REASONING 
• Describe, analyze, and evaluate how historians 

divide history into discrete and definable time 
periods. 

• Historians construct and debate different, 
sometimes competing models of periodization. 

• The choice of turning points/starting and 
ending dates might have different values to one 
story, region, or group than another.  

 
 



ARGUMENTATION 
CREATING AND SUPPORTING AN 

ARGUMENT 
• Create an argument and support it using relevant 

historical evidence.	   
• Define and frame a question about the past and 

then formulate a claim or argument about the 
question, in the form of a thesis. 

• A persuasive argument requires a precise and 
defensible thesis, supported by rigorous analysis 
or relevant and diverse historical evidence.  

• The argument and analysis should be framed 
around a specific historical thinking skill.  

• Examine multiple pieces of evidence together, 
point out contradictions, corroborations, and 
other relationships to develop and support an 
argument 


